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as when I was a single man; but I found he was at Bright-helmstone with Mr. and Mrs. Thrale. I was very sorry that I had not his company with me at the Jubilee, in honour of Shakspeare, at Stratford-upon-Avon, the great poet's native town'. Johnson's connection both with Shakspeare and Garrick founded a double claim to his presence ; and it would have been highly gratifying to Mr. Garrick. Upon this occasion I particularly lamented that he had not that warmth of friendship for his brilliant pupil, which we may suppose would have had a benignant effect on both \ When
1 Boswell wrote a letter, signed with his own name, to the London Magazine for 1769 (p. 450 describing the Jubilee.    It is followed by a print of himself 'in the dress of an armed Corsican chief,' and by an account, no doubt written by himself.   It says :—' Of the most remarkable masks upon this occasion was James Boswell, Esq., in the dress of an armed Corsican chief.    He entered the amphitheatre about twelve o'clock.   On the front of his cap was embroidered in gold letters, Viva La Liberia; and on one side of it was a handsome blue feather and cockade, so that it had an elegant, as well as a warlike appearance.   He wore no mask, saying that it was not proper for a gallant Corsican.   So soon as he came into the room he drew universal attention.'   Cradock (Memoirs, i. 217) gives a melancholy account of the festival.   The preparations were all behind-hand and the? weather was stormy.   ' There was a masquerade in the evening, and all zealous friends endeavoured to keep up the spirit of it as lonjjj *» they could, till they were at last informed that the Avon was rising so very fast that no delay could be admitted.   The ladies of our party were conveyed by planks from the building to the coach, and fuutui that the wheels had been two feet deep in water.1    Garrick in 1771 was asked by the Stratford committee to join them in celebrating a Jubilee every year, as 'the most likely method to promote the inter* est and reputation of their town.'   Boswell caught at the proposal! eagerly, and writing to Garrick said :—' I please myself with the prr*** pect of attending you at several more Jubilees at Stratford-up*>»» Avon.'    Garrick Carres, i. 414,435.
3 Garrick's correspondents not seldom spoke disrespectfully of Jt*ltn« son.   Thus, Mr. Sharp, writing to him in 1769, talks of ' risking sneer of one of Dr. Johnson's ghastly smiles.'   Ib. i. 334.    Dr. J. ly, in a letter dated July 25, 1775, says:—'Mr.Goodenough ban ten a kind of parody of Puffy Pensioner's Taxation no under the noble title of Resistance no Rebellion"   Ib. ii. 68. Gent. Maif. for 1767, p. 361.
